
B E LO H O R I ZO N T E , M I N A S G E R A I S                   
The vibrant, modern city of 
Belo Horizonte, capital of the 
inland state of Minas Gerais, 
is the third-biggest  
conurbation in south-east 
Brazil after São Paulo and Rio 
de Janeiro. It is a planned 
city, laid out in a grid system, 
and is easy to get around on 
foot or by public transport. 
Climate 
The climate is very pleasant, 
with temperatures rarely 
falling below 15 degrees 
centigrade in winter (June- 
September) or rising above 
30 in summer (December-
February). Very little rain falls 
between May and 
September. 
What to do there 
• Belo Horizonte has some 
outstanding museums and 
art galleries, including the 
Museu de Artes e Ofícios 
(where many exhibits 
illustrate the development of 

Brazilian trades and the 
history of social relations 
built around the workplace), 
the Palácio das Artes, and the 
Instituto Moreira Salles in the 
city centre, and the Museu 
de Arte da Pampulha about 
10km to the north in the 
district of Pampulha.  
• Dotted among the 
skyscrapers are some 
buildings of great 
architectural interest, such as 
the French art- nouveau-style 
Palácio da Liberdade, which 
serves as the official 
residence of the Minas 
Gerais state governor; the 
São Francisco de Assis 
church, its remarkable curves 
decorated with a series of 
murals by the Brazilian 
modernist artist Candido 
Portinari; and the flowing 
lines of the Edifício Niemeyer 
(designed, as its name 
suggests, by the world-

famous Brazilian architect 
Oscar Niemeyer). 
• Located in the town of 
Brumadinho, some 60 km. 
from Belo Horizonte, you will 
find the Inhotim Institute, an 
outstanding botanical 
garden and art museum, 
housing one of the largest 
outdoor art centres in South 
America. 
• The best districts for 
nightlife are arguably Savassi 
and Funcionários, where 
there are several lively bars. 
Rua da Bahia, in the city 
centre, is also good place to 
mingle with the locals until 
the early hours of the 
morning. 
• Go to Pampulha to see a 
football match at the 
Mineirão, one of Brazil’s 
largest and most 
atmospheric football 
stadiums. The local derby 
between Atlético Mineiro 

and Cruzeiro, the city’s two 
major clubs, is a particularly 
highly- charged occasion.  
• Belo Horizonte is a good 
base from which to set off 
and visit the charming old 
colonial towns of Minas 
Gerais, such as Tiradentes 
and Ouro Preto.  
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