
The Secretary for Geology and Mining of the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME), Alexandre Vidigal de Oliveira, had a virtual meeting on May 26th with the Ambassador of Norway in Brasilia, Nils Gunneng, to discuss investments and partnerships between the two countries in the areas of geology, mining and mineral transformation. The meeting was motivated by the withdrawal from the Norwegian Sovereign Fund of some mining investments in Brazil, of more than 350 million dollars, allegedly due to the disasters with ore tailing dams that happened last year.
"We could not only follow, as mere spectators, a decision that implied subtracting external resources which are so important to our country," explained the National Secretary, referring to the measure adopted by the Norwegian Fund, one of the largest in the world, which manages resources that amount 1 trillion dollars. "It was an extremely relevant meeting because we were able to show them the good practices that we have been implementing in mineral activities in Brazil, including regarding the problems of dams, what helped to remove some existing misconceptions about the image of the country abroad", argued Vidigal.
At the meeting, the National Secretary could demonstrate to Ambassador Gunneng that the present Government has a very clear and well defined policy towards the expansion of mining, focused not only on increasing production, but also on the commitment to ensuring the quality and sustainability of mining activities. "These are objectives that should attract and not interrupt investments," he said.
In order to show that our country is taking the right path to increase results in mining in accordance with socioenvironmental principles and concerns, Alexandre Vidigal mentioned the approval by the World Bank last Friday (May 22nd) of a new loan agreement to finance institutional strengthening actions and technical assistance in geology and mining activities in Brazil. As recognized by Ambassador Gunneng at the meeting, this approval was supported by the group of Nordic and Scandinavian countries.
During the meeting, the National Secretary also highlighted that, in the brief period since the present Government took over, mining in Brazil has been receiving special attention with the launching of initiatives to promote the growth of Brazilian mineral production in an environment of credibility and trust for entrepreneurs and investors. The Secretary stated that "contemporary mining is sustainable and our society will be able to take the lead in the quest to produce clean energy by exploring the potential of minerals for technological innovation that exist in Brazil”. Vidigal also pointed out that "furthermore, the wealth thus produced will allow us to present safe solutions for the recovery of the environmental damages of the past and for the improvement of the living conditions of the less fortunate."
[bookmark: _GoBack]"Hence the need for Brazil, due to its strategic position in the international mining scenario, to concentrate efforts to keep the attention of current investors, as well as to attract new ones, while implementing a responsible mining policy for the benefit of society in general," stated the Secretary.
At the end of the meeting, which was also attended by experts from SGM and officials from the Norwegian Embassy, both sides recognized the opportunity to  expand the ties between Brazil and Norway by adopting bilateral initiatives on mining in the areas of geology, research, development and technology.
 



