
THE BRASÍLIA CHARTER 

 

Gathered in Brasília, between May 25th and 27th 2026, within the framework of the 

1st Forum of Rectors Brazil-Africa, we, representatives of universities, research entities, 

academic associations, multilateral organizations, funding agencies and Brazilian and 

African governmental institutions, affirm the commitment to strengthen educational, 

cultural, academic, scientific, technological, institutional and innovation cooperation 

between Brazil and African countries.  

The Forum was a space for dialogue, exchange of experiences and construction of 

common perspectives, based on the principles of reciprocity, horizontality in 

partnerships, solidarity, complementarity, respect for diversity and appreciation for  

South-South cooperation. 

We reaffirm the strategic role of education, science and culture for the 

development of Brazilian and African societies. 

We highlight as strategic priorities: 

● the strengthening of academic and scientific networks between Brazil and the 

countries of Africa; 

● the expansion of mobility, both face-to-face and virtual, of undergraduate and 

graduate students, professors, researchers, administrative personnel and 

managers; 

● strengthening cooperation in extension, with social impact;  

● cooperation in teacher training; 

● the promotion of open science mechanisms for conveying scientific 

production; 

● active participation in innovation ecosystems; 

● the promotion of solidarity and inclusive internationalization; 

● the encouragement of technical, scientific and professional education 

that enables decent work and citizenship; 

● the promotion of open education, with its dimensions of hybrid teaching, 

semi-attendance and pedagogical practices mediated by technologies; 

● access to educational opportunities between Brazil and countries in 

Africa, guided by social inclusion, equality, the right to education, citizen 

transformation and exchange of scientific and technological knowledge; 

● alignment with the 2030 Agendas (Sustainable Development Goals) and 

2063 (African Union); 



● the development of collaborative research, technology and innovation in 

priority areas, with emphasis on: 

○ the fight against hunger and food security; 

○ agrarian development, tropical and precision agriculture;  

○ health and well-being; 

○ cooperation in developing health systems;  

○ facing climate change; 

○ energy transition; 

○ blue and green economies; 

○ the strategic use of rare earth minerals; 

○ digital sovereignty and democratization; 

○ ethical and responsible artificial intelligence; 

○ the integration of productive chains between Brazil and the countries of 

Africa; 

○ youth, employability and entrepreneurship.  

We express interest in: 

● establishing the Brazil-Africa Rectors' Forum as a permanent forum for dialogue 

between Brazil and African countries on academic cooperation, with the 

participation of civil society organizations and government entities in the areas of 

education, science, technology, innovation, and culture; 

● holding the second edition of the Forum meeting by 2028; 

● establishing dialogue with national and multilateral development agencies and 

funding agencies to expand and diversify sources of financing for Brazil-Africa 

academic cooperation; 

● discussing possibilities for simplifying processes and facilitating the movement of 

people between countries to encourage academic mobility; and 

● encouraging linguistic diversity and the creation of joint spaces for the 

development of language proficiency, both in-person and virtually. 

The Brasilia Charter expresses the willingness of the institutions 

participating in the I Brazil-Africa Rector’s Forum to deepen academic relations 

based on solidarity, reciprocity, and horizontality, shared production of knowledge 

and construction of a common future between Brazil and the African countries. 

  



In this sense, we reaffirm that this moment imposes a historic responsibility 

on institutions of higher education and research institutes of Brazil and countries of 

Africa: to transform the political will into concrete and irreversible action. We can 

no longer postpone decisions or accept that common projects remain as intentions. 

Faced with the inequalities that still mark our countries and the urgency of 

building a shared future, we call on universities, academic networks and other 

actors to take on an active role in co-creating and immediately implementing joint 

initiatives, mobilizing available resources, overcoming institutional limitations and 

affirming South-South cooperation as a strategic choice. 

This Forum thus marks our commitment to inaugurate a new era, in which 

the bond between Brazil and Africa is no longer a repeated promise but rather a 

continuous, structuring and transformative practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


