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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE Inter-American Commission of Women,
DR. NILCEA FREIRE,
ON THE CELEBRATION OF THE DAY OF THE WOMEN OF THE AMERICAS AND OF THE

ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CIM

(Washington, D.C., February 18, 2005)

I am very gratified to deliver my first message as President of the CIM on the celebration of the Day of the Women of the Americas and of another anniversary of the establishment of our beloved specialized organization of women.  I took this post firmly resolved to work toward realistic goals, so that our actions may translate into realities that improve the lives of women in the Americas.

The Commission is at a promising point in its history that offers numerous opportunities.  At the hemispheric level, its work is being widely recognized and valued.  We are working on initiatives of vital importance that have adapted magnificently to the requirements of the time.  We know that the work of the CIM in the area of human rights has been groundbreaking.

First came the adoption of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará.”  Now our governments have seen fit to approve the Statute of its follow-up mechanism.  Although progress has been made in implementing the provisions of the Convention, both nationally and internationally, the Mechanism will become a powerful tool.  It will make it possible to monitor and study how the Convention is being applied, will facilitate cooperation among our countries, and, most important, will advance the aims of the Convention.

In this two-year period, then, it will be our task to achieve the startup of the Mechanism.  I call upon everyone—governments and civil society—to support us, for the benefit of all who believe in the right of all to live free from violence.

Today our countries seek to participate in globalization by liberalizing our fragile economies.  The risks of increasing poverty and inequality must be contained through government policies that focus on gender equality.  This juncture is also an opportunity to change sociocultural behavior patterns and eliminate prejudice in the form of stereotyped roles for men and women.  Our times call upon us to strengthen our work to increase women’s participation along the road to development.

We have the support of the OAS and the consensus of the governments on placing gender equity and equality on their central agendas.  This year is an opportunity to continue working toward our objectives.  We should take advantage of the Fourth Summit of the Americas to keep gender issues among the primary mandates.

On this very special day, I offer you my warmest greetings.  I pledge to continue working, with your invaluable cooperation, to ensure that in these two years we will carry out productive initiatives, strengthening the foundations of a promising future in which the men and women of the Americas will be equal partners in designing a more just world.
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