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BASIC FEATURES
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More than 130 years, almost 1.8 million

international registrations

This LONGINES mark is the oldest 

trademark still in effect 

Registered in Switzerland in 1889, 

internationally in 1893

WeTransform is international 

registration 1.77 million

Registered in France and 

internationally in 2023
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Legal framework

Madrid Agreement (1891) 
– no longer in operations

Madrid Protocol (1989)

Regulations 

Administrative 
Instructions

Laws and Regulations of 
each Madrid Member
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https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/legal_texts/
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How the Madrid System Works

The International Trademark Registration Process
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Decisions regarding protection

7



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Fees for international registration

Basic fee*
CHF 653 – b/w representation of 
mark
CHF 903 – color representation of 
mark

Fees for designated members
standard fees – complementary 
(CHF 100 per designations) and 
supplementary (CHF 100 per 
class beyond 3)
OR
individual fees where this is 
declared 

* Applicants from Least Developed Countries benefit from a 90% reduction in the basic fee
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https://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/activities_by_unit/index.jsp?id=46
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Centralized management

Change in ownership

Change in holder’s details

Limitation

Cancellation

Subsequent designation

Renunciation

Division, merger

Licenses

Restriction of rights

Representation

Renewal
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GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE 

AND OUTLOOK
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Geographical coverage, accessions

130 countries covered by 114 
members

2019: Brazil, Canada, Malaysia

2020: Trinidad and Tobago

2021: Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, United Arab Emirates, 
Jamaica

2022: Chile, Cabo Verde and 
Belize

2023: Mauritius
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Members of the Madrid System  

114 members (including EU and OAPI) 

covering 130 countries
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9 countries accession outlook

114 members (including EU and OAPI) covering 

130 countries

Accession Outlook 2023/2025
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Accession outlook

Africa: South Africa

Arab region: Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia

Asia: Bangladesh, Papua New 
Guinea, Sri Lanka, Fiji, Tonga, 
China to extend Protocol to 
Hong Kong SAR

Europe: Malta, the United 
Kingdom to extend Protocol to 
Jersey
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RELEVANT STATISTICS
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Top 20 Filing Origins in 2023
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Applications in 2023 from residents in 

selected mid-income Members
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Applications filed in Brazil 2021 – 2023 

Source: WIPO IP Statistics Database, March 1, 2024
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Designations from Brazil 2021 – 2023 
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Most designated from Brazil in 2023
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Filings abroad by domiciled in Brazil 

(direct-Madrid), 2017 – 2021

Source: WIPO IP Statistics Database, March 2023.
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Top 20 Designated Members 2023

30.291
29.000

26.889

22.022
20.971

17.322 17.011
15.999

13.664 13.285 13.182
11.887 11.102 10.330 10.107 9.703 9.561 9.517 9.401 9.257

0

5.000

10.000

15.000

20.000

25.000

30.000

35.000

Source: WIPO IP Statistics Database, March 1, 2024

22



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Designations of Brazil 2019 – 2023 
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Filings in Brazil (Resident – Nonresident) 

Source: WIPO IP Statistics Database, February 2024.
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RECENT LEGAL 

DEVELOPMENTS
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Changes to Regulations since 2019

New name, fewer rules

Simplified renewal

E-mail address

Principles on replacement

Representation before WIPO

Excuse for missed time limits

Earlier renewal

Representation of the mark

Electronic communications only

Refusal time limits
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Renewal

Renewal for the members 
indicated in the request

As early as 6 months 
before the expiry date

Within 6 months after the 
expiry date with a 
surcharge

No changes upon 
renewal
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Renewal: important things to consider

Not receiving unofficial notice of 

expiry not a valid excuse

Prolongation of the period of 

protection of the international 

registration in its current form

Individual fees consider number of 

protected classes in final 

decisions 

Renewal possible for members 

where there is no protection in a 

final decision

Renewal recorded as soon as 

fees are paid but does not change 

the start date of the new period of 

protection

Beware of subsequent 

designations between the 

recording of the renewal and the 

start date of the new period of 

protection
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Excuse for missed time limits

Only time limits before WIPO

Due to force majeure reasons

Must request and meet 

requirement as early as 

possible, but no later than six 

months from missed deadline

Must provide evidence

WIPO can waive evidence in 

certain cases (e.g., Japan Noto 

earthquake)
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Representation of the mark

Graphical representation no longer 
the only means to represent marks

Acceptable formats and technical 
details in administrative instructions

Representation could consist of an 
image, a digital sound recording or a 
digital motion or multimedia 
recording

Representation must still correspond 
to the representation in the basic 
mark

Designated Members may still 
require that representation meets its 
local requirements
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Multimedia digital recording
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https://www3.wipo.int/madrid/monitor/en/showData.jsp?ID=ROM.1772960&DES=1
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Sound digital recording
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https://www3.wipo.int/madrid/monitor/en/showData.jsp?ID=ROM.1766262&DES=1
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Certificate of 

registration
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Electronic communication

Owners and 
representatives must 
indicate and update 
their email address

Create a WIPO 
Account to take 
advantage of online 
services 
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Refusal: time limit to respond

Offices must indicate the 
start and end dates of the 
period to respond

New WIPO cover letter 
includes these dates

Offices must provide at 
least 2 months to respond 
(delayed effect)

35



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

اشكرك
谢谢你

Thank you

Merci

Obrigado

Спасибо

Gracias
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