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Part 1: search by applicant in Brazil 
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Search by name of the applicant 
 

in INPI’s database 
 
 

 

Example 1 
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For a search by name of applicant, initially select only the field 
“Depositante/Titular/Inventor” (Applicant/Holder/Inventor), in the 
Advanced Search: 
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As the first example of search by applicant, a search for patent applications of 

the University of Brasília will be carried out in INPI by using it known acronym 

UnB. Both upper case and lower case letters can be used 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UNB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click “pesquisar” (Search) 
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The results of this search for UnB in the field “Nome do Depositante” 
(Name of Applicant) are 
 

very small: only 4 documents. Is this correct though? 
 

Is it possible that UnB only has these patent applications in INPI? 
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We recommend a search for the full name (Universidade de Brasília) 
(University of Brasília) because the patent applications 
 

might have been filed under that name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

University of Brasília 
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Note that, by using the full name of UnB and no 
quotation marks (“ ”) in the field “Nome do Depositante” 
(Name of Applicant), the number of results was much 
bigger than the amount found by using the acronym 
UnB. 

 
 
 
 

This occurs because the system searches for all documents 
with the word “universidade” (university) and all documents with 
the word “Brasília”. Therefore, in the results of this search, 
documents not applicable for this search, such as, for example, 
the ones from “Universidade de Santa Catarina” (University of 
Santa Catarina) or “Universidade de São Paulo” (University of 
São Paulo). 
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The search for patent applications from UnB at INPI will be repeated, with the 
full name of the University between quotation marks (“ ”). 
 

Both upper-case and lower-case letters can be used 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“UNIVERSIDADE DE BRASÍLIA” (UNIVERSITY 
OF BRASÍLIA) 
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Note that, by inserting UnB’s name in full and 
between quotation marks (“ ”), in the field “Nome 
do Depositante” (Name of Applicant), the number 
of results will be smaller 

(127) than the amount found by using no quotation marks (60424). 
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The acronym can be combined with portions of the full name: 
 

UnB or (Universidade and Brasília) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UNB OR (UNIVERSIDADE AND BRASÍLIA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: it is not allowed to combine the acronym UnB with 
“Universidade de Brasília”, because the exact expression (between 
quotation marks) and logical operators (AND, OR, AND NOT) cannot 
be used in the same field. 
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Therefore, we obtain results both for UnB and documents containing 
“Universidade” (University) e “Brasília”: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The search yields documents containing “UnB”, as well as the 
ones containing “Universidade” (University) e “Brasília”. 
However, it is necessary to choose from a list of results, which 
can include, as applicant, for example: 

 

 

-Universidade Católica de Brasília (Catholic University of 
Brasília) (UCB) 

 
 
 

 

For this, you must analyze the bibliographic data sheets, one 
by one. 
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Search by name of the applicant 
 

in INPI’s database 
 
 

 

Example 2 
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This example of search by applicant shows a search for patent 
applications from the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation – 
Embrapa, filed with INPI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EMBRAPA 
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Note that, by inserting in the field “Nome do 
Depositante” (Name of Applicant) the acronym 
of the corporation, 

 

351 applications were found. 
 

Is this result correct though? 
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Remember that Empraba’s full name is Brazilian Agricultural Research 

Corporation. Therefore, we recommend 

searching for that term as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

© INPI, 2018. 



Observe that, by using the full name of Embrapa and no quotation marks (“ ”) in the 
field “Nome do Depositante” [Name of Applicant], the number of results was much 
bigger (66724) than the amount found by using the acronym Embrapa (351). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This result is not correct. This occurs because the software 
searches all documents with any of the words included in 
the name of the corporation (for example “brasileira” 
(Brazilian), “agropecuária” (agricultural)). 
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Therefore, in the result, documents not applicable to this search can be 
included, such as, for example, this one from “Embraderm – Empresa 
Brasileira de Dermocosméticos Eireli” 
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Also in one of the documents found, we verified that 
Embrapa’s full name was spelled in another way, 
rather than “Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa 
Agropecuária” (Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Corporation), but containing the last two words. 
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Another possibility of search is the combination of Embrapa with the words 
“pesquisa” e “agropecuária” – Embrapa or (pesquisa and agropecuária): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Embrapa or (pesquisa and agropecuária) 
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Therefore, results are yielded for Embrapa and documents 
containing “Pesquisa” (Research) and “Agropecuária” 

(Agricultural): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The search yielded documents containing “Embrapa”, as well 

as “Pesquisa” (Research) and “Agropecuária” 
(Agricultural). However, it is necessary to choose from a list of 
results,  which can include, as applicant, for example: 

 

 

-Empresa Estadual de Pesquisa Agropecuária da Paraíba S.A. 
(EMEPA) 

 
 
 

 

For this, you must analyze the bibliographic data sheets, one 
by one. 
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Search by CNPJ of the applicant 
 

in INPI’s database 
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Search by CNPJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In the Basic Research, it is possible to search by using the CNPJ or CPF of 
the Applicant if you have such information. 
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Search by CNPJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initially, choose this option in the 
 

the field indicated above 
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Example of search by CNPJ 
 

 

Corporate name: Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation 
 

Trade name: Embrapa 
 

CNPJ: 00.348.003/0001-10  * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

00348003000110 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click “pesquisar” [Search] 
 
 

 

* Source of data:  https://www.embrapa.br/dados-cadastrais 
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292 processes were found. However, the search for the name 
 

Embrapa had previously yielded 351 results. 
 

Why does the search by CNPJ yield less documents? 
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Plenty of companies have branches, with CNPJ numbers that may not be 
identical to the head office’s. 
 

 

Embrapa has several units, for example: Corporate name: 
Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation Trade name: 
Embrapa Hortaliças 
 

CNPJ: 00.348.003/0055-03 * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

00348003005503 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Source of data: https://www.embrapa.br/hortalicas/dados-cadastrais 
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Plenty of companies have branches, with CNPJ numbers that 
may not be identical to the head office’s. 

 

 

Using the previous example: 
 

Corporate name: Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation 
 

Trade name: Embrapa Hortaliças 
 

CNPJ: 00.348.003/0055-03 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

With this CNPJ number, belonging to Embrapa Hortaliças, 1 
patent application was found. This result is not included in the 
previous result list, with the CNPJ of the head office. 
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This application, for example is in behalf of the “Brazilian Agricultural 
 

Research Corporation”, as can be seen below, although 
 

the CNPJ is not the head office’s. 
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Another example: 
 

Corporate Name: National Center for Research and Development 
of Agricultural Instrumentation 

 

Trade Name: Embrapa Instrumentação; CNPJ:00348003011236 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

37 results were found, all different from the 
ones obtained with the CNPJ of the head 
office. 
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For example, this deposit, on behalf of “National Center for Research 
and Development of Agricultural Instrumentation – EMBRAPA” is also 
not yielded by searching by the head office’s CNPJ. 
 

 

Therefore, to obtain all deposits on behalf of the corporation in the 
search by CNPJ, both the head office and any branches must be 
taken into account. 
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Part 2: search by applicant 
 

 in Brazil and abroad 
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Search by name of the applicant 
 

in INPI and Espacenet database 
 
 

 

Example 3 
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As mentioned, it is necessary to know the various trade names of the same 
applicant. This is another example of search in INPI’s database and Espacenet. 

 

Applicant (acronym): BMW – search in INPI’s database 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BMW 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Only 1 result was found. 
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Applicant (name in full): Bayerische Motoren Werke – search in INPI’s database 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Bayerische Motoren Werke” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In this search, 13 results were found. 
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Applicant (acronym): 
 

 

BMW 
 

 

- search in 
Espacenet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BMW 
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The search in ESPACENET yielded 1224 documents filed by the 
 

applicant BMW. 
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Applicant 
 

(name in full): 
 

 

BAYERISCHE 
MOTOREN WERKE 
 

 

- search in 
Espacenet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE” 
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Note that the search in ESPACENET yielded over 10,000 documents filed by 
BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE, which is significantly higher than the 
amount found by searching for BMW. 
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A potential option for the search is the combination of the acronym BMW 
and the name in full, BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE. Note that, unlike 
in INPI’s database, you can combine logical operators and expressions 
between quotations in this database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BMW OR “BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The search once again yielded over 10,000 documents containing both “BMW” 
and “BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE”. To confirm that this result is higher than 
the previous one, the search shall be subdivided into periods of time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

© INPI, 2018. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Search by name of applicant in 
INPI’s database and 
Espacenet 

 
 

 

Example 4 
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In the example below, we show that the search by full name will not necessarily 
yield more results than the search by acronym. 
 

 

Applicant (acronym): ABB – search in INPI’s database – 1093 results 
 
 

ABB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applicant (name in full): ASEA BROWN BOVERI – search in INPI’s 
database – 611 results 

 
 

“ASEA BROWN BOVERI”  
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Applicant (acronym): 
 

 

ABB 
 

 

- search in 
Espacenet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ABB 
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This search yielded more than 10,000 documents filed by ABB. 
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Since the number of documents is too high, the search will be limited 
 

to the year of publication 2016 and the applicant ABB. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ABB 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2332 results were obtained. 
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Search by applicant (full name) in Espacenet: 
 

“ASEA BROWN BOVERI” 
 

and year of publication: 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ASEA BROWN BOVERI” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 results were found. 
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As in the previous example (BMW), the search can be conducted by 
combining the acronym ABB with the full name, ASEA BROWN BOVERI, 
between quote marks. The chosen date of publication is the year 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ABB OR “ASEA BROWN BOVERI” 
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In this case, 2,334 documents were found, which is the sum of the previous 
searches. 
 

Using this strategy reduces potential duplicates in the list of documents found, 
because there may be documents containing both the acronym and the full name of 
the applicant. 
 

 

However, it is still necessary to select the results, analyzing bibliographic data of 
each document in order to verify whether all of them were effectively filed by the 
company sought. 
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Conclusions 
 
 
 

 

As shown, the search by CNPJ must be conducted with the registration data of the 
head office and the branches. 
 
 
 

In the search by applicant name, the several forms of the company’s name must be 
taken into account, such as acronyms and full name. (The same occurs when the 
applicant is an individual, because a portion of the name can be abbreviated, for 
example). 
 

 

Please note: do not confuse the applicant’s name with the trademark. 
 
 

 

For example, in the document MU 7301868-6, shown above, the applicant is 
Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation (corporate name), rather than Embrapa 
Hortaliças (registered trademark). However, there are also cases in which both are the 
same, as for ABB (applicant’s name), which registered the acronym ABB as trademark. 
 
 
 

NOTE: The searches in the examples were  

carried out in December 2017. © INPI, 2018.  
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