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Recent Development

(From 6 to 7t IWFC)

(International, Regional and National Updates)
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Training Course on Forest Fire Management, .m AFOCO

AFoCO Regional Education & Training Center (RETC), Aslan Forest Cooperation Organization
Republic of Union of Myanmar, 22-26 October 2018




Establishment of ‘Fire Control Room’ and
operation of ‘Forest Fire Detection and
Monitoring System in Nepal’
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ICIMOD, in close collaboration
with the Department of Forests
& Soil Conservation (DoFSC)
and  Ministry Forest &
Environment (MOFE),
Government of Nepal has
jointly developed this "Online
Web Mapping Application”

The web tool provides historical
forest fire information as well
as real-time fire incident.
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Gaps / Shortcomings in Landscape
Fire Science, Management and Policies

« Almost all countries in the region have weak institutional,
legal, policy and financial frameworks dealing with
wildfires. Moreover, to retain the trained and dedicated
human resources in the field of wildland fire management
IS another challenge.

« There are big gaps Iin awareness levels and fire
management capabilities in countries throughout the south
Asia region.

* There is lacking a strong and self-sustained mechanism in
sharing knowledge, skills and technologies among
countries in the region. ?



Proposals for Solutions / Actions to be taken

Capacity building with respect to forest fire control and
management by way of training with appropriate
firefighting tools and equipment and workshops of
different stakeholders including local community groups.
Strengthening and development of institutional
arrangement in countries.

Support financial base to resource constraint countries.
Development of knowledge management network for
real-time data and knowledge sharing on best practices
for sustainable management of wildland or forest fires.
Research and development for estimating the
ecological losses due to forest fire and to understand

linkages between cause and effects of fire.
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Conclusions

The Hindu Kush Himalayan region in south Asia has diverse
ecosystems, socioeconomic and cultural settings, and vegetation
types resulting from a wide range of land use systems and
climatic conditions. The result is diverse fire regimes and
vulnerabilities.

There is a lack of local, national, and regional capability in fire
research and management, including firefighting, monitoring,
early warning, and ecological and socioeconomic impact
assessment.

The facilitation of international cooperation in fire management in
countries in South Asia is also lacking.

As the UNISDR Regional South Asia Wildland Fire Network is
playing an increasing role in providing an informal but efficient
platform for policy dialogue and communication, information
sharing and technology transfer through project implementation

In the region, the Network should be formally recognized as a key
partner and be supported by the United Nations and other donors
Including international cooperation agencies working in 1
developing countries.
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