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The Indian Museum is Funai’s scientific and cultural unit,
responsible for the policy of preservation and dissemination of
the indigenous cultural heritage in Brazil. It is the custodian of
a significant set of cultural goods of an archival, museological,
and bibliographic nature regarding indigenous peoples.

The institution’s ethnographic collection contains more than
20 thousand contemporary objects that are expressions of the
material culture of 150 indigenous ethnicities. Its origins date
back to the 1940s and extend to current days, with the growing
indigenous participation in the processes for safeguarding
the cultural heritage and the constant incorporation of new
collections obtained directly from communities from all around
the country.

The archival collection encompasses sets of documents from
researchers and funds relative to the indigenist work of the
Brazilian state since the beginning of the 19th century, such
as the Fund of the Indian Protection Service (1910-1967),
recognized by Unesco as cultural heritage. The bibliographic
collection is made up of smaller collections specializing in the
areas of ethnology, anthropology, and indigenist policy.

More than hosting collections of great historic and ethnographic
relevance, the Museum conserves, researches, documents, and
promotes the cultural heritage of indigenous populations,
which demands integrated work from the standpoint of
the stages of preservation and publicity, especially with the
school public. In the field of scientific investigation, the Indian
Museum is a national reference in anthropologic and linguistic
research on the Brazilian indigenous peoples, working together
with researchers, universities, and other scientific and cultural
institutions towards the preservation and dissemination of
qualified information regarding its cultural heritage.
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In this context, the institution has been conducting, for over a
decade,alarge-scaleeffortforthedocumentation,systematization,
and dissemination of the material and immaterial aspects of this
heritage, in partnership with Unesco and indigenous peoples.
This has resulted in the design and production of physical and
virtual exhibits, the development of specialized databases, and
the launch of more than 70 publications in the last few years.
These instruments aim at broadening and democratizing the
access to information regarding indigenous cultures.

Apart from the main unit, in Rio de Janeiro, the Museum has
decentralized units for the training of indigenous personnel
in audiovisual communication, as well as the dissemination of
the culture of the indigenous inhabitants of the Central-West
region.

The Audiovisual Center, located in the city of Goiania (state
of Goids), aims at contributing to the training of indigenous
people in the production, editing, and finalization of
audiovisual material on their cultural activities and practices,
with the purpose of recording and documenting contemporary
indigenous expressions. In the city of Cuiaba (state of Mato
Grosso), the Ikuiapa Cultural Center-CCI conducts actions
for the promotion of the material and immaterial heritage of
the indigenous societies of the Central-West region, carrying
out activities pertaining to the preservation, research, and
dissemination of the collections in its care, as well as training
representatives of the indigenous populations in cultural
documentation techniques.

With the aim of gathering and providing qualified information
on the indigenous cultural heritage, the Indian Museum seeks
to promote, in partnership with indigenous people throughout
the country, and with other institutions, the revitalization of
cultures and languages, as well as increased awareness of its
importance in Brazilian society.
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In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, Funai maintains a Citizen Service Center that caters specifically to demands by
indigenous citizens regarding the fight against the new coronavirus. Its purpose is to send the information to the competent
agencies as quickly as possible, enabling immediate response. Demands can be forwarded to phone numbers +55 61 99622-
7067 and +55 61 99862-3573, through text messages or WhatsApp, and to the address covid@funai.gov.br.

To complete the request or complaint, one must supply data such as full name and location, as well as a detailed report of the
situation. The information received by Funai’s Citizen Service Center is analyzed by a crisis committee. The group deploys
the necessary sectors within Funai for the solution of the demands. Those elements not pertaining to Funai’s duties are
forwarded to the institutions responsible so that they can take action.
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According to the last Demographic Census carried out by the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE) in
2010, the indigenous population in Brazil amounted to 896,917 people, of which 572,083 (63.8%) lived in rural zones,
and 324,834 (36.2%) inhabited the Brazilian urban zones.

Indigenous people are present in the five regions of Brazil, in all states of the Federation, including the Federal District.
Funai currently estimates that the Brazilian indigenous population has already surpassed 1 million inhabitants.

The North Region of Brazil is home to the largest number of indigenous individuals, 342,836, which represents
approximately 38.2% of the country’s total number. In the Region, the state with the largest number of indigenous
people is Amazonas, with 54% of the regional total.
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There are two main language stems in Brazil, Tupi
and Macro-J¢, as well as other language families
not classified in stems, with Tikuna being the one
with the largest number of speakers.

Accordingtothe2010IBGE Census,approximately
274 indigenous languages are spoken in Brazil.
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The denomination “uncontacted peoples” refers specifically to indigenous
groups without permanent relations with national societies or with a low fre-
quency of interaction, be it with non-indigenous peoples or with other indige-

nous peoples.

According to Funai’s guidelines, groups are considered “uncontacted” when
they have not established permanent contact with the national population, di-
fferent from the indigenous peoples with long-standing and intense contacts

with non-indigenous peoples.

In Brazil, the Magna Carta, in article 231, recognizes the social organization,
habits, customs, traditions, and cultural differences of indigenous peoples, en-
suring them the right to maintain their cultures, identities, and ways of life,

their protection being a duty of the Brazilian state.

45
43



47

45






51

49



a8e[[1A OYeIeIOA :030UJ

53

52
50

51



Under study:

Homologated:

Regularized:

Interdicted:
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Those are lands donated by third parties or acquired or dispossessed by the Union,
and are destined for permanent ownership by indigenous peoples. These lands also
belong to the Union, but are not to be confused with traditionally occupied lands.
The following steps of the land regulation process are adopted for the constitution

of Indigenous Reservations:

Forwarded to the constitution of an Indigenous Reservation (RI):

Areas that are undergoing unfinished administrative procedures towards the

creation of reservations (direct purchase, dispossession, or donation).

Regularized areas:

Areas that have undergone final
administrative procedures for constituting
reservations (direct purchase,
dispossession, or donation),

and are officially registered

on behalf of the Union,

for indigenous use.
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The territorial monitoring of Indigenous Lands aims at their protection, with em-
phasis on ensuring the exclusive use by indigenous peoples (article 231, §2, of the
1988 Federal Constitution). The actions for territorial monitoring can be actions of
control—as is the case with oversight operations—or prevention—such as training,
monitoring heat spots, and protection plans. These actions are subsidized by infor-
mation obtained through on-site diagnosis and remote sensing techniques. Funai
seeks to increase the amount of preventative actions, including with the use of tra-
ditional knowledge, to boost the protection that the indigenous peoples themselves
provide to their lands.
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Preventative actions, added to traditional indigenous knowledge, reinforce the protection that the
indigenous peoples themselves provide to their areas, and target situations in which there are threats near
or within Indigenous Lands. In these actions, the work of the state (Funai) is to bring together traditional
knowledge and territorial protection actions.

These actions can be carried out by Funai staff, by indigenous people (especially in indigenous surveillance
activities), and, in the case of activities stemming from the environmental compensation of Indigenous
Lands affected by business ventures, by hired and trained outsourced personnel.

Preventative activities include training, indigenous surveillance, on-site territorial monitoring,
implementation of a green framework, fence-building, integrated fire management (IFM), plans for
territorial protection, diagnoses of Indigenous Lands, as well as inter-sector or inter/intra-institutional
actions.
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In its fire prevention and monitoring activities in Indigenous Lands, Funai incorporates valuable fire management techniques that are
traditionally employed by indigenous peoples. The Territorial Protection Training Program includes a module that allows for the for-
mation of Fire Prevention Groups, that is, groups formed by indigenous people, which associate traditional knowledge to non-indige-
nous techniques so as to increase security for the communities and minimize the social, environmental, and economic damage caused
by losing control of fires. Firefighting in Indigenous Lands is carried out by trained and equipped fire brigades. Currently, two federal

institutions train and hire indigenous firefighters: Ibama and ICMBio.

A Technical Cooperation Agreement was signed between Ibama and Funai in 2013 for the implementation of the Indigenous Federal
Fire Brigades Program. It establishes that the program’s temporary firefighters are to be indigenous, and can work both in their own

communities and in other ones, counting on Funai’s logistic support for transport, accommodation, and food.

The joint actions involving Funai, Ibama, and ICMBio have also resulted in the training of Foundation staft as fire brigade instructors
and as experts in the investigation of causes and origins of forest fires. Firefighting efforts in Indigenous Lands can occasionally be
supplemented by the Military Firefighters Corps. To monitor hot spots throughout the country, Funai uses satellite imaging from the

National Institute for Space Research (Inpe), supplemented by flyovers and incursions by regional and local teams.

Photo: Indigenous firefighters
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The assurance of citizenship rights to indigenous people is based on
the recognition of diversity and on the respect and strengthening
of individual ways of organization particular to each population, to
ensure that different decisions and strategies are considered within
public policies and in interactions with different national sectors.
Citizenship rights include the rights to equality, to freedom of
expression, political rights, educational rights, and the fruition of a
dignified and gratifying life.
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Photo: Surui
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The collection and processing of dozens of tons
of cashew nuts by the Cinta Larga ethnicity, from
Rondénia, prove that sustainable development and
economic activities can go hand in hand when it
comes to extractivism in indigenous areas.

The cashews nuts are collected in two Indigenous
Lands: Rooseveltand Parque Aripuana, which together
make up more than 1.8 million hectares. The entire
production is processed at the Cooperativa Extrativista
de Castanhas Indigenas (Extractivist Cooperative for
Indigenous Cashews — Coocasin), in Ji-Parana (state
of Rondonia). This level of organization ensures fair
prices for the products, benefitting the indigenous
families that gather the nuts in the deep jungle.

Coocasin is managed by the Cinta Larga themselves,
and mobilizes over 200 indigenous workers, resulting
in approximately 60 tons of cashew nuts collected and
processed per harvest.
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