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Abstract  

In the context of the climate emergency, municipalities present themselves as key actors 

in the planning and implementation of climate change mitigation and adaptation 

strategies, involving policies for the decarbonization of transport, the proper treatment of 

urban solid waste, efficiency in urban lighting, improvement of slopes, safer housing, and 

access to water, among other actions. Based on empirical experience, the research aims 

to shed light on how the process of internalization of the International Climate Change 

Regime may take place, through the identification and characterization (SOARES, 2014) 

of Climate Governance arrangements of municipalities in the Belo Horizonte 

Metropolitan Region, which total nearly 5,000,000 inhabitants, drawing on what is 

provided for in the Paris Agreement for such characterization. To develop it, a review of 

the bibliography of three key concepts of the research, presented below, was carried out, 

a bibliographic review, a survey of data related to the climate policy instruments of more 

than 30 municipalities, and two semi-structured interviews with managers from the 
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Municipality of Belo Horizonte and the Municipality of Contagem. In terms of the 

theoretical model, three major guiding concepts were adopted: the climate regime in 

relation to climate change, climate governance, and municipal state capacities. The choice 

of the Belo Horizonte Metropolitan Region (RMBH) is due to the existence of initiatives 

related to climate change, with greater or lesser intensity over the years, in the 

administrative agenda of the RMBH, with Belo Horizonte, the capital, being one of the 

first municipalities in the country to participate in international conferences on the 

subject. Although there is still a significant distance between the global agenda and the 

challenges experienced by the communities most affected by climate change, there are 

opportunities to enrich global debates, especially when it comes to the application of 

climate adaptation plans, community resilience, and loss and damage, based on territorial 

experiences. 

 

Methodology  

The aim is to analyze how the international climate change regime is received at the 

domestic level of analysis (Keohane and Milner, 1996), shaping what becomes municipal 

climate governance, and to show how these different forms of reception are related to the 

municipal state capacities (Grin; Demarco; Abrucio, 2021) of the municipalities in the 

Belo Horizonte Metropolitan Region (RMBH), drawing on authors such as Keohane, 

Milner, King, Verba, Noam Chomsky, Anthony Giddens, among others. Bibliographic 

and documentary analysis techniques will be used, as well as the submission of requests 

under the Freedom of Information Law to the municipalities and two semi-structured 

interviews with managers/technicians from two municipalities. In the next research cycle, 

which will begin in November 2025, the dialogue is expected to be expanded to the City 

Councils of the same municipalities, through the submission of a semi-structured 

questionnaire, simpler than the one currently sent to the municipal administrations, in 

order to understand how local legislative bodies perceive the object of the research. It is 

also intended to conduct interviews with at least five council members, with the aim of 

validating the data collected through the questionnaire.  
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Research stage 

The research is at an advanced stage, with completion expected between August and 

October 2026.  
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