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Abstract 

At what point and in what ways was the oil agenda incorporated into the BRICS agenda, 

and how has it been discussed since the group’s expansion? Is it possible to identify traces 

of a relationship between the content of BRICS negotiations on this issue and the 

outcomes of Brazilian oil policy? These questions arise from the historical–institutional 

panorama of BRICS, which, from its formation to its expanded format, brings together 

countries with significant weight in both the production and consumption of oil, a 

resource that serves as a driver of political and economic projection for countries in the 

international system. The present research aims to trace the origin and evolution of the 

ideas shaping oil energy policy within BRICS and in Brazil, identifying possible links 

between them. The analysis considers energy resources as a policy sector, intra-BRICS 

oil and Brazil as policy content, and the group’s expansion as an expression of the 

political process (politics). The study adopts the discursive institutionalism approach, 



 

   

 

distinguishing between ideas with cognitive and normative content, understood as central 

ideational elements in the formulation of public policies, programs, and worldviews in 

the energy field. 

 

Methodology 

The research adopts a documentary data collection method and a categorical content 

analysis approach. The documentary corpus will consist of official BRICS and Brazilian 

documents, including summit declarations, ministerial meeting minutes, energy plans, 

legislation, norms, regulations, and agreements in the oil sector. The analytical strategy 

employs the process tracing method, through which the study seeks to present a causal 

graph, understood as a map of the events and normative milestones related to the issue 

under analysis. The main theoretical references include authors such as Vivien Schmidt, 

Andrew Bennett, Andrea Steiner, Luciano Losekann, Renato Baumann, Renato 

Perissinotto, and Wellington Nunes, as well as institutional repositories from IPEA, 

FUNAG, and EPE, among others. 

 

Research stage 

The research is ongoing. 
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