
EU 1148/2001 
EU 543/2007 
 
Practical Aspects for Third 
Country Recognition   

Presenter: Cyril Julius 



Perishable Products Export 

 Control Board (since 1926) 

 

 

 
 

 
www.ppecb.com 

 

Official Export Inspection & 

Certification Agency in  

South Africa 



Cold 
chain 

Quality  Phyto  Food 
safety 

Information Services 



Inspection 

Inspection Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Orchard/ Vineyard Packhouse Coldstore 

Ship Import Port Discharge 

Depot Supermarket Consumer 

Inland Depot 

CA provider 

Loading 

Export Port 

Coldstore 

Coldstore  

EXPORT VALUE CHAIN 



Traceable back to PPECB Inspector 

0000001 

PPECB PASSED FOR EXPORT 

PALLETS  
EXPORTED 

 
million 

RATIO 
7% – Break Bulk 
Pallets 
93% - Containers 



SA FRUIT EXPORT DESTINATIONS 

NA 
 5% EU 

34% 

Africa 
   5% 

 UK 
14% 

Russia 
   7% 

Middle East 
14% 

Asia 
20% 



 

 

Imports of fruit and vegetables from third countries should 
conform to the marketing standards or to standards 
equivalent to them. Conformity checks must therefore be 
carried out before those goods enter the customs territory 
of the Union, except in the case of small lots which the 
inspection bodies consider to be low risk.  
 
In certain third countries which provide satisfactory 
guarantees of conformity, pre-export checks may be 
carried out by the inspection bodies of those third 
countries. Where this option is applied, Member States 
should regularly verify the effectiveness and quality of the 
pre-export checks carried out by third country inspection 
bodies. 
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EC Marketing/OECD standards 
 
• Only concerns quality 

 
• Not food safety (MRLs)  or 

phytosanitary  
    aspects 

EU 1148/2001 & 543/2007 



 

 

E10 Specific Marketing 
standards 
• Apples 
• Citrus fruit 
• Kiwifruit  
• Lettuces 
• Peaches and nectarines 
• Pears 
• Strawberries 
• Sweet peppers 
• Table grapes 
• Tomatoes 

General Marketing Standard 
 
• Fruit and vegetables not 

covered by a specific 
standard shall conform to 
the general marketing 
standard 
 
 
 
 

 

STANDARDS 



• Local/domestic standards 

• Imports 

• Export standards – own or UNECE/OECD 

• Participation in UNECE/OECD standards setting 

• Harmonised application of standards 

• Culture/history of compliance 

• Buy in of authorities/industry – consultation 

–  STRENGTHEN THE EXPORT INSPECTION AND  

– CERTIFICATION SYSTEM 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDARDS CONTINUE 



• Obligatory export control/inspections 

• 100% of consignments or risk based? 

• Which authority or agency will be responsible for controls?  

• Where will controls be executed? 

•  Sufficient capacity/resources 

– Inspectors (Qualifications?) 

– Equipment (Calibrated?) 

– Facilities  

• Registration of Inspectors 

 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS 



• Inspection methods 

• External/internal quality 

• Equivalent to UNECE/OECD requirements 

• Sampling 

• Inspection 

• Verification  

• Control over rejected produce 

• Traceability 

• Marking  requirements 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS 



• Tolerances 

• Decay  

• Class 1 – 1% 

• Class 2 – 2% 

 

• At export point – 0% 

 

• Time to market 

• Arrive in optimum condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS 



 

• Certificates of conformity 

• Issued for all consignments 

• Validity period of certificate is important – from which date? 

• Paper or electronic format allowed 

• Format – can use EC format or own  

• Must contain information equivalent to that of EC  

• Must be stamped, signed and dated 

• Where to issue? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS 



Certificate 

specimen…  

 



• Produce is not delayed as it cleared automatically, because it 

has a certificate. 

• Inspection might be waived when risk analysis is applied 

• Produce can be moved directly to customer’s premises without 

delay as it has already been cleared. 

• Produce is free to move within the European Union. 

• Whilst a small percentage of consignments from Approved Third 

Countries are randomly picked for inspection, to check that the 

approval continues to be applicable. This number is much smaller 

than those picked for inspection from non-approved countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANTAGES OF APPROVED THIRD 

COUNTRY STATUS UNDER EU 1148/543 



• Consignments from Approved Third 

Countries that are picked for 

random inspection can be inspected 

at a customers premises rather than 

the port. So reducing any delays. 

 

• Approved Third Country status 

confers a quality image on products 

from that country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANTAGES OF APPROVED THIRD 

COUNTRY STATUS UNDER EU 1148/543 
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